Sept. 24.]          A scarcity of specie in Sky.
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Our money being nearly exhausted, we sent a bill for thirty pounds, drawn on Sir William Forbes and Co.1, to Lochbraccadalc, but our messenger found it very difficult to procure cash for it; at length, however, he got us value from the master of a vessel which was to carry away some emigrants. There is a great scarcity of specie in Sky2. Mr. M'Qucen said he had the utmost difficulty to pay his servants' wages, or to pay for any little thing which he has to buy. The rents are paid in bills3, which the drovers give. The people consume a vast deal of snuff and tobacco, for which they must pay ready money; and pedlars, who come about selling goods, as there is not a shop in the island, carry away the cash. If there were encouragement given to fisheries and manufactures, there might be a circulation of money introduced. I got onc-and-twenty shillings in silver at Portree, which was thought a wonderful store.
Talisker, Mr. M'Qucen, and I, walked out, and looked at no less than fifteen different waterfalls near the house, in the space of about a quarter of a mile'1. We also saw Cuchillm's well, said to have been the favourite spring of that ancient
1 Of Sir William Forbes of a later generation, Lockhart (Life of Scott, ix. 179) writes as follows :—' Sir William Forbes, whose banking-house was one of Messrs. Ballantyne's chief creditors, crowned his generous efforts for Scott's relief by privately paying the whole of Abud's demand (nearly ^2000) out of his own pocket.'
" This scarcity of cash still exists on the islands, in several of which five shilling notes are necessarily issued to have some circulating medium. If you insist on having change, you must purchase something at a shop. WALTER SCOTT.
3 ' The payment of rent in kind has been so long disused in England that it is totally forgotten. It was practised very lately in the Hebrides, and probably still continues, not only in St. Kilda, where money is not yet known, but in others of the smaller and remoter islands.' Johnson's Works, ix. 110.
* 'A place where the imagination is more amused cannot easily be found. The mountains about it are of great height, with waterfalls succeeding one another so fast, that as one ceases to be heard another begins.' Piozzi Letters, i. 157.
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